
City of Imperial Beach 
News Updates & Information 

 WEEK OF DECEMBER 12, 2011 

This publication is meant to give you the latest and greatest news and information from 
around the City. 
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SECTION 1 PORT ACTIVATION PROGRAM  

Port staff presented their Waterfront Activation program to Port Commissioners on Tuesday, 
December 13. It’s designed to bring more community involvement to the waterfront of all Port 
cities. (Please see Attachment #1 for more information) 

Port staff will try to visit City Councils in January to review the program and kick-off 
discussions for events in 2012 and 2013. 

SECTION 2 DECEMBER FIRE SAFETY 

Once again another winter is here. National statistics involving injuries and fatalities related to 
the cold weather seem to have stopped their upward trend. By taking preventative steps like 
these we can all have the safest December yet. 

Winter heating 

Use only clean unfinished wood for fire places, never use petroleum products like gasoline, oil 
and diesel to heat your home. Don’t forget you can contact your gas provider to schedule a 
free inspection of gas appliances like furnaces and stoves. 

Holiday decorating 

Live holiday decorations like Christmas trees can require a gallon of water or more daily, 
check water levels often. U.S. Fire Departments responded to an estimated average of 250 
home structure fires that began with Christmas trees in 2003-2007.  

When possible choose decorations that are flame resistant or flame retardant. Candles are a 
great way to add accent lighting to any room but keep lit candles attended and away from 
combustibles, remember that flameless candles can be a great alternative.  

Holiday lights 

Use lights and extension cords that have the label of an independent testing laboratory. Some 
lights and extension cords are only for indoor and not outdoor use, read the labels carefully. 
Replace any string of lights or extension cord that has frayed wiring or loose connections.  

2010 statistics to consider 



362,100 residential fires were reported in the U.S. resulting in 2,555 deaths, 13,275 injuries 
and 6.6 billion dollars in property losses. 

Carbon monoxide 

Remember that carbon monoxide detectors are not just a good addition for your home but in 
some cases they are now required by law. Carbon monoxide detectors are mandatory in 
homes with a fire place, attached garage or gas appliances.  

SECTION 3 OTAY RIVER ESTUARY RESTORATION PROJECT 

The US Fish and Wildlife Service is asking for public comments on the scoping for an 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) on the Otay River Estuary Restoration Project The 
deadline for scoping comments is January 6, 2012.  The US Fish and Wildlife Service will 
then release a draft EIS for public comment in the spring of 2012 and then finalize the EIS in 
the fall of 2012.   

The project is to restore what was farmland and a former sewage treatment plant site to a 
functional estuarine habitat.  It is located northeast of Pond 20A, west of Interstate 5 and 
south of the other salt ponds.  Funding is provided by the Poseidon Resources Carlsbad 
Desalination Project to fulfill their mitigation requirement for the desalination plant in 
Carlsbad.   

Additional information can be found at:  

http://www.fws.gov/sandiegorefuges/OtayRP/OtayRP.html  
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SECTION 4 9TH AND PALM SHOPPING CENTER 

Wednesday night, City Council took major steps toward the development of a new, 46,000 
square foot shopping center at the southwestern corner of Palm Avenue and 9th Street. 

Council approved the coastal permit, the design concepts, the site plan, the tentative map, 
and the environmental documents for the center. (For more details, see Attachment #2, 
PowerPoint Presentation that was given to Council.) 

Council also approved a Disposition and Development Agreement with the Sudberry 
company, a group that has done high quality centers in other cities in San Diego County. This 
Agreement lays out the terms of what the developer will build on the site, timeframes for 
development, and the City’s contribution toward road improvement costs. 

Also, demolition of existing structures on the 9th and Palm site began today. The work should 
be done by the end of January, 2012.  

It takes a host of terrific people and plenty of hard work to get to this stage of development. A 
big thank you is due to many dedicated people including Rafael Adame, Jim Nakagawa, Tyler 
Foltz, Elizabeth Cumming, Jerry Selby, Larry Martin, Hank Levien, Greg Wade, and Jennifer 
Lyon. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONTACT US 

City of Imperial Beach 
City Hall Offices 

825 Imperial Beach Blvd. 
Imperial Beach, CA 91932 

City Hall Main Line (619) 423-8300 
www.cityofib.com 

 





























City Council                       
December 14, 2011 

 

MF 1062 9th & Palm 



Project Description: 

•  Administrative Coastal Permit (ACP 110024), Design Review 
 Case (DRC 110025), Site Plan Review (SPR 110026), Tentative 
 Map (TM 110027), and Mitigated Negative Declaration (EIA 
 110028 and SCH #2011111018) for a new commercial 
 shopping center (“Breakwater”) at 9th Street & Palm Avenue. 

•  Six new lots and construction of seven new commercial 
 buildings with 46,200 square feet of commercial space 
 composed of a market, retail shops, and a financial 
 institution. 

•  Vacation of portions of 8th Street and Delaware Street 
 traversing the project site. 

•  C-1 (General Commercial) Zone 

•  Applicant: Sudberry-Palm, LLC 
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Aerial 



MF 1062 9th & Palm 

Tentative Map 
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MF 1062 9th & Palm 

Section Plan 



MF 1062 9th & Palm 

Landscape Plan 
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Landscaping comments: 

•  Project site totals 206,910 square feet for the six proposed lots, which would 
 require 31,037 square feet of landscaping (15%). 

•  Applicant proposes 21,255 square feet of landscaping on the project site 
 (10.27%), and proposed to use 13,965 square feet of landscaping on City 
 property north of the project site toward the landscape requirement  (stormwater 
 treatment garden, catch basin, and miscellaneous trees, shrubs, and ground 
 cover).   

• If this request is approved, the project would provide approximately 35,220 
 square feet of total landscaped area for 220,875 square feet of total site area 
 (206,910 square feet for the six private lots, and 13,965 square feet of City-
 owned property), which would total approximately 15.95% of landscaping. 

•  Staff recommends approval of this request because the off-site landscaped 
 area provides a stormwater treatment amenity that also serves as a community 
 benefit.   

•  Staff further recommends that all landscaping including that proposed in the 
 City right-of-way be permanently maintained by the applicant. 

MF 1062 9th & Palm 



MF 1062 9th & Palm 

Courtyard Plan 

•  Courtyard would extend into public right-
of-way and would be maintained by the 
Developer.  



MF 1062 9th & Palm 
Signage: 

•  Applicant has proposed a Comprehensive Sign Plan with various design 
 and construction requirements, which would allow for a 25% increase in the 
 maximum total sign area. 

•  Would allow for 1.25 square feet of signage per lineal foot of wall face for 
 building signs and 50 square feet of signage per freestanding sign on each 
 lot frontage (7 lot frontages = 350 sq. ft. of allowed freestanding signage area). 

• Four aluminum framed, two-faced freestanding tenant identification 
 monument signs are proposed with a total of 343 square feet of signage (2 
 freestanding monument signs at 10’x 7.17’  with 287 square feet of signage; 2 
 freestanding monument at 5’x4’ with 56 square feet of signage) .   

•   The applicant is requesting that a 25% adjustment be provided for the height 
 of the two larger monument signs, which would allow them to be 10’ instead 
 of 8’ in height. 

•  Because the intent of the Comprehensive Signage Plan is to improve the 
 overall aesthetic of a commercial center while providing sufficient signage, it 
 is staff’s recommendation that the 25% increase in signage height for the two 
 monument signs be provided. 

•  This would assist in allowing the applicant to meet the required maximum 
 total sign area allowed while limiting the amount of freestanding monument 
 signs on the project site (4 instead of 7). 
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Building Signs 
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Sign Plan 
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Monument Signs 
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Monument Signs 



MF 1062 9th & Palm 
Gateway Display: 

•  Project proposes a “Breakwater” gateway display that would span above the 
 open courtyard between buildings C and D.   

•  It is staff’s recommendation that the gateway display be treated as an 
 architectural feature and not considered signage because no commercial 
 message for the commercial tenants would be provided.   

•  If the City Council prefers to consider the gateway display as signage, then it 
 should be considered a building sign because it would be attached to two 
 separate buildings 

•  The actual signage portion of the display reading “Breakwater” measures 89 
 square feet, and the applicant would have to allocate 89 square feet of total 
 sign area from the overall building signage allowance, which is well within the 
 maximum allowable sign area. 
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Gateway Display 



MF 1062 9th & Palm 
Design Review Board: 

The Design Review Board recommended approval of the project with a vote of 5-0 with the 
following recommendations: 

•  Soften the elevation of the northeast corner of Building A, address public 
 space usage and architectural statement and examine pedestrian access at 
 this location.  

•  Pedestrian crosswalk between Buildings D & G should be moved south so 
 that the sidewalk/pathway follows continuous/straight path. 

•  Look at alternative pedestrian pathway at southeast entrance, formerly alley 
 access. 

•  Soften west vehicular entrance. 

•  Requested that staff provide an update to the Design Review Board if 
 significant alterations for the project were proposed. 

Staff comments: 

•  Staff requested that the applicant study and/or implement all the above-listed 
 recommendations. 

•  Developer has revised plans to address the pedestrian crosswalk between 
 Buildings D & G and has softened the west vehicular entrance. 

•  Additional design enhancements were requested by staff as conditions of approval 
 for the project.  



Staff recommended design conditions of approval: 

•  Design of corner element at southwest corner of 9th Street and Palm Avenue 
 should provide a more distinctive and attractive focal point of the project (e.g. 
 vertical and horizontal articulation, glass or other materials, varied façade, 
 etc.). 

•  All building façades fronting/facing public street should be pedestrian-friendly 
 and incorporate clear glass, awnings, display cases, and other architectural 
 treatment. 

•  Blank walls should be avoided on all building façades. 
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Staff recommended design conditions of approval (cont.): 

•   Developer should pursue the design and installation of a median refuge in the 
 western crosswalk within Palm Avenue/State Route 75 at 9th Street. 

•  Pedestrian crosswalk at the main vehicular access to and from Palm  Avenue/State 
 Route 75 should be relocated to provide a straight and continuous path of travel. 

•  Developer should consider adding sidewalks adjacent to the vehicular 
 drive aisle from Palm Avenue/State Route 75 which would connect the 
 sidewalk along the northern property line to the proposed crosswalk  internal to the 
 site. 

•  Developer should consider and/or incorporate a pedestrian access/sidewalk to 
 allow for safe pedestrian access at the southeast corner of the site. 

MF 1062 9th & Palm 



Pubic Use Easement Vacation: 

•  As part of the project, a tentative map is proposed to subdivide the property 
 into six new lots.  Various title reports have demonstrated conflicting 
 information whether the City has public use easements on the streets 
 commonly known as 8th Street (formerly 12th Street) and Delaware Street 
 (formerly 13th Street) that run though the project.   

•  A court order associated with these streets does not specifically state that the 
 public use easements were vacated.   

•  Staff recommends that the City Council vacate any and all rights to any public 
 use easements that it may have to make sure that the vacation of the public 
 use dedication of these two streets is clear in the title history so that the 
 project may proceed.   

MF 1062 9th & Palm 

Quiet Title Action: 

•  During title research it was discovered that Davies Motors, Inc. has an 
 adverse claim to the property based on a prior deed.    

•  In order to proceed with the redevelopment of this site, the City must clear 
 title to these sections of the project site.  Therefore, the City filed a quiet title 
 action so that the City may obtain a court order vacating any interest in the 
 property that Davies Motors, Inc. may have.  

•  It is expected that this quiet title action will be resolved early next year. 



Environmental: 

•  The City conducted an Environmental Initial Study (IS) that determined the 
 proposed project could have a potentially significant environmental effect in 
 the following areas: Aesthetics, Biological Resources, Cultural Resources, 
 Geology and Soils, Hazards and Hazardous Materials, Hydrology /Water 
 Quality, Noise, and Transportation/Traffic.   

•  A Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) was prepared to comply with the 
 requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) . 

•  Routed for public review from November 7, 2011 to December 7, 2011 and 
 submitted to the State Clearinghouse (SCH #2011111018) for agency review. 

•  Comments from three agencies were received and have been responded to as 
 part of the Final MND.  

•  The Final MND and Monitoring and Reporting Program (MMRP) prepared for 
 the MND identifies mitigation measures that will avoid or reduce all 
 potentially significant environmental effects to below a level of significance. 

MF 1062 9th & Palm 



Staff Recommendation: 

•  Consider public testimony at the advertised public hearing. 

•  Adopt Resolution No. 2011-7131 with the revisions provided in the last minute 
 Agenda item, approving Administrative Coastal Permit (ACP 110024), Design 
 Review Case (DRC 110025), Site Plan Review (SPR 110026), Tentative Map (TM 
 110027), and Mitigated Negative Declaration (EIA 110028 and SCH 
 #2011111018) and Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program which makes 
 the necessary findings and provides conditions of approval in compliance 
 with local and state requirements. 

•  Adopt Resolution No. 2011-7133 which makes the necessary findings to 
 vacate a portion of 8th Street and Delaware Street so that the properties no 
 longer constitute a street, highway, or public service easement. 

MF 1062 9th & Palm 
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RELEASE:  Immediate        
 
CONTACT: Suzanne Anderson                                
  (858) 689-9909               
  Suzanne@jsimmsagency.com   
 

 
CITY HALL OFFICES WILL BE CLOSED DURING EMPLOYEE FURLOUGH  

 
-- Emergency and Public Works Services Still Available --  

 
 

Imperial Beach City offices will be closed during the annual city employee furlough 

starting Friday, Dec. 23.  City offices will reopen Tuesday, Jan. 3, 2012. City services will not be 

available during this period, except for, Public Safety, Fire, and designated Public Works 

Department services. Also, during the furlough licensed contractors can make emergency repairs 

on commercial or residential water, gas, or electric components and/or systems as long as a 

permit is obtained on Jan. 3.  In an emergency situation, call the Building Inspection Request 

Line (619) 628-1360 and indicate the address, type of repair being performed and contact 

information.  Only a licensed contractor can perform emergency repairs on building, electrical, 

mechanical and plumbing components or systems.   

Designated public works and stand-by crews are available for sewer, public facility and 

emergency street services.  During the furlough period, call (619) 628-1369 for Public Works 

services.  For public safety emergencies call 911.  For non-emergency services (including Public 

mailto:Suzanne@jsimmsagency.com


Works issues) the public may also call the Sheriff’s 24 hour line at (858) 565-5200.  To report 

graffiti, call the Graffiti Hotline at (619) 575-3745.  

During the holiday, the Administrative Services Department will have a deposit drop-off box for 

business license payments at the southeastern, rear entrance to the Civic Center.  Payments dropped off 

during this period will be certified when normal hours resume Jan. 3.  

 For more information, contact the Imperial Beach city offices at (619) 423-8300 or visit, 

www.cityofib.com. 

 
# # # 

 

http://www.cityofib.com/


Children are invited 
to practice their 
cursive handwriting 
while decorating 
greeting cards for 
local hospital 
patients. 

Imperial Beach Branch 

810 Imperial Beach Blvd. 

Imperial Beach, CA 91932 

(619) 424-6981 www.sdcl.org 



 
FREE Couponing Class! 

 
@ Imperial Branch Library 

Saturday, February 4, Noon  
 

Save $$$ 
Couponing is for everyone! 

Here’s what you’ll learn: 
 

• How to save 60-100% off regular retail!   
• How to avoid paying full price for anything ever again! 
• Where to find Coupons! and.....most importantly... 

• How to organize them! You'll love the organization! (No binders or baseball card 
holders mentioned in this class!) 

• How to use a website that will do all the work for you! 
• How to shop so you're not that CrAZy Couponer at checkout! 

• AND…you’ll be able to sign up for DISCOUNTED Sunday newspapers, the #1 source for 
coupons!   
 

 
 
The class is taught by Eleonor Young, who is passionate about saving money.  She has been able to 
slash her grocery bill by 60%, and use some of her couponing finds to help various charities.   
 
Today, with her family of 3, she spends no more than $300 a month for groceries & household items. 

 
 

Bring a friend!   

 



 

Free program presented by  

Brian Scott Archibald,  

The CyberSafe Guy of 

SafeFamilyOnline.com. 

Wednesday, March 14, 2012 

6:00 pm 

 

 

Imperial Beach Branch  

810 Imperial Beach Blvd. 

Imperial Beach, CA 91932 

619-424-6981 

    All library programs are free and subject to change or cancellation without notice. 



CyberSmart
CyberSafety 

for Parents 
A Seminar Presented by Brian Scott Archibald
The CyberSafe Guy™ of SafeFamilyOnline.com

• Do you really know who is online with your child? 
• Do you routinely check your child’s browser history?
• Do you have an XBox with Internet connectivity?
• Does your child have his or her own laptop?
• Does your child have a SmartPhone?
• Is your child being CyberBullied?
• Can you locate your child at a moment’s notice?
• Do you login to your child’s social networking accounts?
• Do you check your parental control software logs and 

notices on a daily or weekly basis?
• Do you even have parental control software?
• Is your family CyberSafe? 

The CyberSafe Guy™ will help you with the answers 
to and ramifications of these and other fundamental 
questions during this highly relevant and engaging 
1-hour seminar on CyberSafety.

For more information, contact 
TheCyberSafeGuy@SafeFamilyOnline.com 
at 855.292.7233 - 855.CYB.SAFE

© 2011, CyberSafeSolutions, Inc.
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