
Project Team Response to Comments 

 

Main Theme 
Category  

Comments and Questions  Project Team Response 

I. General  Comments/Requests 
a. Can’t imagine it being improved any better than what the 

map shows – looks great 
b. Great ideas, I look forward to skating around town 
c. Great meeting, great job, good plans 
d. Great presentation 
e. Love the ideas and look forward to seeing the finished 

product 
f. Map is wrong, the street marked as Calla is 5th  
g. Please help us expedite contributing to our beautiful city  
h. Request for all project materials to be posted in the local 

newspaper for review  
i. Would love to see a kid-friendly main street  
Questions 
j. Has the Navy been contacted?  
k. Which stores are planned for 9th Street and Palm Avenue? 

Responses to Comments/Requests 
a. Comment noted and appreciated. 
b. Comment noted and appreciated. 
c. Comment noted and appreciated. 
d. Comment noted and appreciated. 
e. Comment noted and appreciated. 
f. This correction has been made and will be shown 

on the next set of plans. 
g. Comment noted. This project is working towards 

the beautification of Imperial Beach. 
h. Full agenda packets and project materials are 

available on the City’s website. The local paper will 
not publish all project materials. 

i. The intent of this project is to design a more 
pedestrian and bicycle friendly environment for 
users of all ages (kids included). 

Answers to Questions 
j. Yes, the Navy has been contacted and will continue 

to be updated. 
k. Retail tenants will be determined by the developer. 

II. Bicycle & 
Pedestrian 

Comments/Requests 
a. Add bike racks on every block 
b. Concerned about people just running across medians like 

3rd Ave. in Chula Vista 
c. Make sure bulb outs do not impede bicyclists (i.e. 12th) 
d. So many kids cross Palm Avenue  
Questions 
e. Can you look into the feasibility of a pedestrian overpass, 

maybe on 10th Street? (2)  
f. How do bicycles move from bikeway to come into the 

beach area of IB? 

Responses to Comments/Requests 
a. To facilitate bicycling, the appropriate number and 

location of bike racks will be evaluated.  
b. Crosswalks are being added to prevent illegal mid-

block crossing. With the incorporation of 
intersection bulb-outs, the distance that 
pedestrians have to cross the street has been 
reduced at crosswalks making it more attractive to 
cross at the intersections rather than at mid-block.  
The addition of a signalized intersection at 10th 
Street will also reduce the need for midblock 



Project Team Response to Comments 

 

Main Theme 
Category  

Comments and Questions  Project Team Response 

g. How will you integrate bicycle traffic from the Bayshore 
Bikeway to southbound Rainbow Drive? How will you be 
able to cross 75? 

crossing. 
c. The bulb-outs are designed so that they do not 

extend into bike lanes or “sharrows” (shared 
bicycle-automobile lanes) so that they will not 
impede bicyclists. 

d. The intent of this project is to create a safer 
pedestrian environment for people of all ages. The 
addition of crosswalks and other features intended 
to calm traffic will enhance the safety of crossing 
the street. 

Answers to Questions 
e. Not only is a pedestrian overpass cost prohibitive, 

but there is also insufficient right-of-way to 
accommodate the ramps and infrastructure 
necessary to support such an overpass. 

f. There are several routes that bicyclists can take to 
get to the beach area of IB. From the Bayshore 
Bikeway, bicyclists can travel down to Palm Avenue 
from via 7th Street or 13th Street. Bicyclists can turn 
right or left from SR-75 (Palm Ave) at any 
intersection and can also turn down Rainbow Drive, 
7th Street, or Delaware Street and head west along 
Palm to get to the beach. Bicycle infrastructure is 
being provided along all of these routes to ensure 
the safety of bicyclists heading to the beach. 

g. See response to comment II.f., above. There will 
also be a signalized intersection at Rainbow Drive 
allowing bicyclists travelling southbound from the 
Bayshore Bikeway to cross SR-75.  

III. Design Theme Comments/Requests 
a. Keep car, which is the logo – keep the woodie (3) 

Responses to Comments/Requests 
a. Comment noted. More input regarding the design 
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b. Incorporate/continue surf theme  theme for Palm Avenue will be solicited in the next 
workshop. 

b. Comment noted. More input regarding the design 
theme for Palm Avenue will be solicited in the next 
workshop. 

IV. Funding Comments/Requests 
a. Concern regarding an unfair increased assessed value of 

properties along Palm Avenue (2)  
b. Concern regarding cost of construction and ongoing 

maintenance (2)  
Questions 
c. How will the construction and maintenance of the 

improvements be funded? (2)  
d. If Palm Avenue lanes are reduced from 6 to 4 lanes with 2 

satellite parallel streets, will Caltrans continue to pay for 
maintenance of all 6 lanes? 

Responses to Comments/Requests 
a. Identifying a funding mechanism for 

implementation of this project is not part of the 
current effort. 

b. The City will be considering several options for 
construction and maintenance funding including 
grant funding, State and Federal funds, State 
Highway relinquishment funds, Transnet funds, and 
other possible funding sources. Cost effective 
design, construction, and maintenance solutions are 
being incorporated into this project. 

c. See response to item IV.b., above. 
d. The project team is having ongoing discussions with 

Caltrans regarding the proposed design, 
maintenance responsibilities, and the possible 
relinquishment of Palm Avenue. 

V. Landscaping Comments/Requests 
a. Use palm trees/queen palms and washingtonia (2) 
b. Consider evergreens like at Coronado right on Orange – 

shapely, low maintenance and water tolerant 
c. Consider super drought-tolerant plants – succulents, palo 

verdes trees 
d. Consider torrey pine, elderberry, tecate cypress and 

sycamore (maybe at east end) 
e. Consider trees and allergies 
f. Love the landscaping ideas  

Responses to Comments/Requests 
a. A variety of palm trees are being considered and 

they will be used strategically along Palm Avenue. 
b. Appropriate drought tolerant species, which include 

evergreens, are being considered as part of the 
landscape plan. 

c. Succulents, palo verdes trees, and other drought 
tolerant species will be used as appropriate. The 
landscape plan will include a variety of species 
appropriate for IB’s climate. 
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g. Palm trees are expensive, please evaluate all drought 
tolerant trees  

h. Talk to Debbie Good at Tijuana River National Estuarine 
Research Reserve (TRNERR) Visitor Center on 3rd and 
Caspian 

i. Use palm trees selectively due to cost and maintenance 
j. Use pond water to water the plants  

d. Several different tree species are being considered, 
including those listed in this comment. Those that 
are most appropriate for IB’s microclimate, require 
little maintenance, and contribute to the desired 
character of Palm Avenue will be incorporated into 
the landscape plan. 

e. Allergies will be considered in the development of 
the tree and plant palette for this project. The 
intent is not to utilize common allergy-causing 
plants and trees. 

f. Comment noted and appreciated. 
g. A variety of drought tolerant trees and being 

considered. The landscape design will incorporate a 
variety of trees rather than relying on just one 
species. 

h. The project team knows Debbie Good and will 
speak with her. 

i. See response to Item V.g., above. 
j. The project team assumes that this comment is 

referring to stormwater detention ponds. 
Innovative stormwater management systems are 
being considered as part of this project and 
reclaimed water or captured stormwater will be 
utilized if available and feasible. 

VI. Monument Sign  Comments/Requests 
a. Do not destroy the character of IB with a large sign (2) 
b. Keep existing monument sign (3) 
c. Consider a large monument roundabout to assist in 

continuing the flow of traffic – maybe in Park corridor 
d. Incorporate a monument sign at 13th  Street 
e. Incorporate a monument/gateway sign at 7th Street  

Responses to Comments/Requests 
a. Comments noted. More input regarding monument 

signs will be solicited in the next public workshop. 
b. See response to item VI.a, above. 
c. There is insufficient right-of-way to accommodate a 

round-about in this location, unless the park is 
removed. A round-about was considered as part of 
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f. Make the gateway signs subtle the master plan process, but it was not well 
supported by the community or the City Council. 

d. See response to item VI.a, above. 
e. See response to item VI.a, above. 
f. See response to item VI.a, above. 

VII. Parking Comments/Requests 
a. Add more diagonal parking on Florence  
b. Don’t put meters in on side street 

Responses to Comments/Requests 
a. Diagonal parking will be incorporated into the plan, 

where feasible, on side streets abutting Palm 
Avenue. The intention is to incorporate parking on 
all side streets wherever feasible. 

b. There is no plan to install meters as part of this 
project. 

VIII. Traffic  Comments/Requests 
a. Agree with incorporating a light at 10th Street (2)  
b. Concerned regarding exit traffic from Breakwater 

development to Hwy 75 (2)  
c. Consider the importance of a tsunami evacuation route (2) 
d. 13th Street bus stop created a traffic hazard  - it is too 

close to intersection 
e. Congestion for vehicles is not that bad 
f. Coronado City and Rainbow Drive turns are visually 

challenging  
g. Disagree with incorporating a light at 10th Street 
h. Dislike bulb outs  
i. Ensure local access lanes are well maintained (unlike Otay) 
j. Extend local access 
k. Extend local lanes to Saturn Boulevard 
l. Local access lanes – concerned about exiting and needing 

to go in the opposite direction (i.e. at North Island Credit 
Union) – recommend break outs at every block to allow 
easy entrance and exit 

Responses to Comments/Requests 
a. Comment noted and appreciated. 
b. Comment noted.  
c. This project will not inhibit evacuation in the event 

of an emergency. Tsunami evacuation route signs 
are posted throughout the community and the City 
has taken steps to better prepare itself to handle 
severe weather, such as receiving StormReady and 
TsunamiReady designations from NOAA. 

d. The project team will be coordinating with MTS to 
determine the most appropriate locations for bus 
stops. 

e. Comment noted.  
f. A right only turn from westbound SR-75 to 

southbound Rainbow is being considered.  Sight 
distance improvements will be evaluated with this 
design. 

g. The project team has received more support in 
favor of a signalized intersection at 10th Street than 
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m. Need median at Rainbow Drive to slow down traffic  
n. Reconsider roundabout at 9th Street and Delaware 
Questions 
o. Have we considered the impact of the new SEAL/South 

Silver Strand Training Project (Navy) entrance? (2) 
p. How does reducing traffic lanes alleviate traffic 

congestion? (2) 
q. Has there been a survey to assess a 2 lane option? 
r. How do you access the lanes on the edges? 
s. Is the City working with the City of San Diego on traffic 

light cycles, especially at Saturn? 
t. Will there be a median on Rainbow Drive at Hwy 75 to 

slow southbound traffic? 

it has opposition. 
h. Comment noted. 
i. Local access lanes will be appropriately maintained. 
j. Comment noted and appreciated. The extension of 

the local access median is still under consideration. 
k. Saturn is within the jurisdiction of the City of San 

Diego. San Diego will be considering a redesign of 
Palm Avenue within its jurisdiction and the project 
team will be coordinating with the designers of that 
project to ensure that the plans are compatible. 

l. It is not feasible to provide a break out at every 
block to allow for entering and exiting of the local 
access lanes.  

m. Incorporation of a median in Rainbow is under 
consideration. 

n. A round-about was already been explored in this 
location as part of the Master Plan Study. The 
current project is implementing the Master Plan, 
which does not incorporate a round-about at this 
intersection.  

Answers to Questions 
o. Yes, that project will be considered in the traffic 

study. 
p. The project does not propose any reduction in the 

number of traffic lanes along Palm Avenue. The 
intent of the project is to calm traffic and improve 
conditions for all modes of travel (including 
pedestrians, bicyclists, and motorists). The initial 
traffic analysis shows that the project does not 
worsen traffic congestion.  Traffic Visual Simulations 
will be prepared to demonstrate potential traffic 
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impacts. 
q. The current project is implementing the adopted 

Master Plan, which was the result of extensive 
community engagement and outreach. 

r. Entry into the local access lanes will be from the 
center or right lane as you approach the local access 
lane or from a right or left turn at a side street. 

s. San Diego will be considering a redesign of Palm 
Avenue within its jurisdiction and the project team 
will be coordinating with the designers of that 
project on a variety of issues, including traffic light 
cycles. 

t. A median in Rainbow is under consideration and 
will be incorporated if appropriate.   

 


