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THE WAY WE ARE

FRED
D I CKEY

Contrarian
bravely barges
through barriers
When the Grim Reaper
ultimately decides to come for
JimMiller, he’d better bring
his scythe. Mr. G will prob-
ably win in the end, but he’ll
emerge from the fray bleeding
from a dozen cuts and with an
ear chewed off. He’ll discover
that Miller fights like a man
half his age, which would
calculate to 40.
Looks can deceive, espe-
cially Miller’s. He’s small and
moves cautiously. He speaks
slowly and sometimes hesi-
tantly, but bluntly. He lives
quietly in a bungalow in the
central San Diego neighbor-
hood of South Park with his
second wife of almost a half-
century. He has a married son
in Rancho Bernardo.
Stay with me, this gets
more interesting.
Miller can dig in his heels
deeper than a child in a vac-
cination line. Whatever he’s
told to do, whatever he’s ex-
pected to do, if that’s not what
he wants to do, you’re in for a
long wait or a big argument.
Miller is a contrarian,
someone willing to face a stiff
wind and shout “no” into the
echoes of “yes.” Contrarians
are normally dismissed as
naysayers by the crowd, and
usually have scars to show for
it. However, they sometimes
are hailed as prophets or
JohnWayne individualists.
What is Miller? You’ll have to
sort that out.
Take cycling, for instance.
Miller decided this year that
he wanted to ride by himself
in Bike the Bay, an annual wa-
terfront excursion in August
from the San Diego Conven-
tion Center to Imperial Beach
and back. It’s 25 miles of
biking nirvana that attract
throngs of cycling devotees.
In itself, that’s laudable for
a man of 81. But when you
consider that Miller is also
legally blind, well, this story is
beginning to warm up. Imag-
ine, if you can, a blind octoge-
narian on a bicycle pedaling
across the San Diego-Corona-
do Bridge and along the Silver
Strand. Right. I can’t either.
It takes a guy who’s worth
a second look to try such a
crazy thing and pull it off.
Miller has suffered for 10
years frommacular degenera-
tion. He can see large objects
up to 50 to 100 feet away but
can’t tell a person from a tree
unless there is movement.
As I talk to him from two
feet away, he can see that I’m
there but can’t make out my
face.
There is a club in San Diego
called the Blind Stokers
where blind cyclists can ride
the rear of a tandem bike with
a sighted person in front. But
Miller had resigned his mem-
bership earlier in the year. He
wanted to do it his way.
Miller may not have been
born “different” back in ’31,
but he quickly grew into the
role. His youth was spent in
Pasadena during the Great
Depression, supported by a
divorced mother at a time
when that carried a stigma.
His mother never remarried.
“She put sex and all that stuff
behind her,” he says.
When he was 14, he pulled
off the astonishing feat of
building his own automobile
from odd parts. He assembled
it with a FordModel T chassis
and engine, a Chevy transmis-
sion and a car body rescued
from an old lady’s rabbit
hutch, and … well, the thing
actually ran. In retrospect, it
markedMiller as a mechanic
genius or something pretty
close.
And that might have been

SoapBox
Derby
rollson

SydneyCerecedes, 9, ofRamona,gets support fromgrandmotherSharonCerecedesat thestarting lineonSunday.WinnerswereSamFer-
gusonofAlpine,MasonPickensofOceanside,KyleAlvarezofSanClemente,MirandaRicksofAnaheimandHaleyLawhornofSalem,Ore.

NicoleMor-
rison (in the
foreground) and
Ellen Blackwell
make their way
down the track
during the Soap
Box Derby in La
Mesa on Sunday.
Formore pho-
tos, see: utsandi-
ego.com/soap-
boxderby.
NELVIN C. CEPEDA •
U-T PHOTOS

BOARD OF EDUCATION RACE HEATS UP

KAREN KUCHER • U-T

The race for the county Board of
Education’sDistrict 1 seatpitsacol-
lege instructorbackedbyateachers
unionagainsta longtimeincumbent
pumping his own money into his
campaign.
Gregg Robinson, a 63-year-old
sociology instructor at Grossmont
College, is the challenger. He has
been financially supported by the
American Federation of Teachers

Local 1931, which has spent more
than $81,300 on Robinson’s cam-
paign and more than $45,000 to
oppose incumbent John Witt. The
union represents faculty and clas-
sified employees in the San Diego
Community College District and
facultyintheGrossmont-Cuyamaca
Community CollegeDistrict.
Witt has loaned his campaign
more than $67,000 and has spent
about $50,000 of it as of Oct. 20, in
hopes of keepinghis boardposition

for a fifth term. Witt, now retired,
is a Navy veteran, worked as ame-
chanical engineer at Convair and
GeneralAtomics,andtaught inboth
secondary school and community
colleges.
The winner will serve on the
county Board of Education, which
governs the county Office of Edu-
cation, administers a $601 million
annual budget and oversees about
1,100employees.Theofficeprovides
support services for the region’s 42
school districts.
Each of the five board mem-
bers receives health benefits and a
monthly stipend of $463.

Witt, 82, has servedon theboard
since 1996. He said he’s never been
in a race that has drawn so much
union attention—ormoney.
“It has certainly affected my re-
sponseintherace,”hesaid.“I’veway
escalatedmoney that I’m spending
for myself. I’m not asking other
people togivemecontributions. I’m
spending a lot of my ownmoney to
try to competewith this.”
Local 1931 has made indepen-
dent expenditures in a number of
local races, supporting candidates
running for school-board seats in
Poway, San Diego and Cardiff and

College instructor backed by teachers union trying
to unseat incumbent funding his own campaign
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‘KISS’ WORK
WON’T GO
UP UNTIL
FEBRUARY

ROGER SHOWLEY • U-T

The “kiss” statue of a
World War II sailor em-
bracing a nurse will not be
dedicated on Pearl Harbor
Day after all.
The San Diego Unified
Port District has yet to sign
off on the design details for
the bronze sculpture proj-
ect, says its sponsor, the
USS Midway Aircraft Car-
rier Museum.
Midway spokesmanScott
McGaugh said Friday that
port planners are expected
to review plans this week,
and if they are approved,
construction could begin
by mid-month.
Port officials are only
promising approval by
year’s end.
Officially called“Uncondi-
tional Surrender,” the stat-
ue is a work by J. Seward
Johnson II and is being cast

Dedication delayed
for popular statue
on the waterfront

NATIONAL
CITY IS THE
WALKING
WINNER

ROGER SHOWLEY • U-T

National City ranks first
in walkability, according to
Walk SanDiego.
The organization, which
promotes pedestrian safety
and less dependence on the
car, issued its report on Hal-
loween, the holiday most
noted forwalking.
Based on cities’ planning
policies and field reports
from volunteers, the Re-
gionalWalkScorecard listed
NationalCitywith63out of a
possible 100 points, followed
byLaMesawith59.9andSo-
lanaBeachwith 59.8
Santee ranked 18th with
37.2pointsandSanDiego, the
region’s largest city, ranked
sixthwith 55.3 points.
“National City has been
working hard to make walk-
ing and biking safer and
more convenient,” said the

South Bay town
rated No. 1 in county
for pedestrians

Pairs of shoes at the County Administration Center represented the
61 homeless people who died on San Diego streets. NELVIN C. CEPEDA • U-T

JOHNWILKENS • U-T

SAN DIEGO

The 61 homeless people who died
on the streets in San Diego last year
were rememberedSunday afternoon
with a memorial walk, a candlelight
vigil, and shoes.
Therewere tennis shoes and dress
shoes. Black shoes and white shoes.
Old shoes and new shoes. Each pair
had a tag with a name of one of the
deceased — Susan, Emilio, Daniel,
Blanca — and the place of death. In
a doorway. On a sidewalk. In a rest-

room.
On a beautiful November day that
almost seemed tomock the idea that
people die on the streets here, the
shoes were a symbolic jolt of reality,
a reminder that this is a place where
an estimated 5,000 people are with-
out shelter every night. Coldweather
isn’t the only killer.
“People think homelessness is not
that bad in San Diego,” said Herb
Johnson, president and CEO of the
Rescue Mission, which organized
Sunday’s 11th annual remembrance.

Event draws attention to plight of San Diego’s homeless
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city’s mayor, Ron Morrison.
“It looks like our efforts are
paying off.”

WalkSanDiego’sexecutive
director,JimStone,said inan
accompanying report that
National City scored rela-
tivelyhighbecause itwas laid
out in the pre-auto age that
offers a “dense network” of
low-car-volume streets.

Thesurveywassponsored
by Sharp Health Plan and
included a cellphone appli-
cation, BestWalk, that more
than1,500volunteersusedto
judgethefirstof30,000inter-
sectionsandstreetsegments
forsafety,proximity tostores
and other factors.

Walk San Diego plans
to issue a score card each
year and market the app
nationally.

The components of the
scorecardrevealeddifferent
rankings for different cities.

Coronado ranked first in
the walking index, which
combinescar-pedestriancol-
lision data and proportion of
walkingandtransitcommut-
ers to auto commuters.

It had only 37 pedes-
trian-vehicle collisions
between 2005 and 2009,
giving it a collision rate of
0.37 per thousand popula-
tion. (Solana Beach had the
lowest rate at 0.06.)

Coronado also had the
county’s highest walking/
transit share of transpor-
tation modes, 13 percent.
(Santee had the lowest at 2
percent.)

Planning and implemen-
tation policies included 12
factors, and National City
and La Mesa tied at 37
points,whilePowaywas last
with just 19.

Highlights included the
best sidewalk network
in Imperial Beach; best
pedestrian-friendly infra-
structure, Carlsbad; and
best tree canopy (to shade
pedestrians), Del Mar.

The BestWalk app re-
sults rated Escondido first
with an average score of 9,
San Diego at 8.5 and Del
Mar at 7.6. El Cajon had the
lowest score of 4.6.

But since so few streets
and intersections were as-
sessed by volunteers, the
overall score card results for
each city contributedonly 10
points out of a possible 100.

Walk SanDiego’s appmay
still be downloaded at no

charge to any smartphone,
and users can pick the in-
tersections and streets they
want to assess. Search for
“BestWalk” in apps stores.

Will “Tulsa Bill” Moore goes down after being “wounded” in a simulated gunbattle put on by the Alpine
Outlaws during theWildWest-themed 12th annual Fall Back Festival for children in the GaslampQuarter on
Sunday. BILLWECHTER • U-T

PETER ROWE • U-T

Three San Diego County
breweries — Green Flash,
Stone and Ballast Point
— won medals at the inau-
gural Brussels Beer Chal-
lenge, it was announced
Sunday.

The competition was
meant to underscore the
Belgian capital’s status as
a dining and drinking des-
tination.

But it also demonstrated
the rise of American craft
beer to international prom-
inence, as U.S. breweries
narrowly outpointed their
Belgian counterparts.

Belgian breweries won
42medals. American brew-
eries took 43, including
these three locals:

Green Flash’s Le Freak
2012 won a gold medal in
the specialty beer/hybrid
category.

Stone Sublimely Self-
Righteous Ale, gold in the
dark ale/dark IPA catego-

ry.
Ballast Point’s Calico

Amber Ale, bronze in the
pale and amber ale/best
bitter category.

In all, breweries from
a dozen nations received
awards.

For local brewers, the
news capped the first
weekend of San Diego Beer
Week, which began Friday
and runs through Nov. 11.

“It’s thrilling,” said Greg
Koch, co-founder and CEO
of Stone.

“There’s no question the
Belgian brewing culture
is storied and varied,” he
added. “But there’s also no
question that the Ameri-
can craft brewing scene
has been quite adventur-
ous and has shown serious
talent.

“Perhaps these results
are a testament to both of
those statements.”

peter.rowe@utsandiego.com
(619) 293-1227

JAMES CHUTE • U-T

The juxtapositionwas
completely coincidental, but
the La Jolla Symphony&
Chorus programmedMissy
Mazzoli’s “Violent, Violent
Sea” and JohnCage’s “101”
the sameweekend the
SanDiego Symphonywas
performingMahler’s Sym-
phonyNo. 5.

Conductor Steven
Schick’s intention in the La
Jolla Symphony’s pro-
vocative season-opening
program Saturday at UC

San Diego’s Mandeville Au-
ditoriumwas to contrast
Cage’s egoless music with
Beethoven’s egocentric
Symphony No. 3 on the
program’s second half.
Mazzoli, an exceptional,
young, contemporary
composer, could offer a
different kind of contrast to
Beethoven.

But during both the
Mazzoli and Cage orches-
tra pieces, and even after
the Beethoven, I couldn’t
help thinking about Maz-
zoli and Cage’s relationship

to Mahler rather than
Beethoven.

Mahler’s Symphony No.
5 (which I heard Friday at
Copley Symphony Hall) is
a piece that stays in your
ears. And while it belongs
to the 19th century in its
goal-oriented aesthetic,
the journey is an unex-
pected one where time
slows down, and for long
stretches of music you
aren’t sure where you are
going or how you are going
to get there.

You need patience to
listen to Mahler; you have
to give up your expecta-
tions and trust that the
journey will ultimately be a

rewarding one.
His music also has a cer-

tain restless quality that
can be a little unsettling.

Mazzoli’s highly effec-
tive piece has that same
restlessness and that same
feeling of suspended time.

And she is the rare
young composer who (like
Mahler) has complete
command of the orches-
tra. She plays it like the
remarkable instrument it
is, reveling in its majesty
but also in its individual
colors.

At 10 minutes, “Violent,
Violent Sea” hardly has
the ambition or scale of
Mahler symphony, but

like him, she creates her
own world of sound and
gesture, and you are happy
to inhabit it for as long as
possible.

You might wonder
what Cage’s “101,” writ-
ten in 1988 for the Boston
Symphony, could possibil-
ity have in common with
Mahler, but this music also
has a restless quality to
it, even if it intentionally
goes nowhere. And as with
Mahler, you need patience
to get there (and discover,
it really is somewhere).

In a program that also
included three other Cage
works (soprano Jessica
Aszodi offered engag-

ing, committed perfor-
mances of “Aria” and
“TheWonderful Widow
of 18 Springs,” and the
orchestra sat silently for
Cage’s 4’33”), Beethoven
was the odd man out. Not
that the Symphony No. 3
doesn’t have a number of
surprises, but Beethoven
follows a set of conventions
where you know exactly
where you are at any given
moment and the outcome
is never in doubt. In this
context, that seemed
almost quaint.

jim.chute@utsandiego.com
Twitter: @sdutchute • Facebook:
facebook.com/utartmusic

Upload your
High School
Football

photos & videos!

HOWTO ENTER:
· Login or Create an Account

· Go to the School Finder and search for your school

· After finding your school upload your Football photos or videos to the team page

· Also, make sure your coach or manager uploads your team stats every week

· Team with the highest points wins

· See official rules and details at Contests.UTPreps.com

11stst prizeprize $$7,5007,500
22ndnd prizeprize $$5,0005,000

33rdrd prizeprize $$2,5002,500

Your school could win:

GET INTHE GAME! AT FOOTBALL.UTPREPS.COMGET
This contest will continue on into basketball season

CLASSICAL MUSIC REVIEW

LA JOLLA SYMPHONY CONCERT PROVOKES COMPARISONS WITH MAHLER
Contemporaries Cage and Mazzoli meant
to contrast with egocentric Beethoven

LOCAL BREWERIES WIN
MEDALS IN BELGIUM

YA GOT ME
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Score card

Walk San Diego compiled
scores, on a 100-point
scale, for all 18 incorpo-
rated cities in the county.
Factors included the
cities’ planning policies,
crash data between
pedestrians and vehicles,
and on-the-ground as-
sessments of selected
streets and intersections.
National City: 63
La Mesa: 59.9
Solana Beach: 59.8
Imperial Beach: 56.3
Carlsbad: 55.7
San Diego: 55.3
Coronado: 53.8
San Marcos: 51.5
Oceanside: 51
Del Mar: 50.9
Vista: 49.9
Encinitas: 49.4
Chula Vista: 49.3
Escondido: 49.1
Poway: 48.3
Lemon Grove: 41.2
El Cajon: 40.4
Santee: 37.2

WALKABLE • Imperial Beach’s
sidewalk network ranked the best
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