
City of Imperial Beach 
News Updates & Information 

 WEEK OF NOVEMBER 28, 2011 

This publication is meant to give you the latest and greatest news and information from 
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SECTION 1 FREE DISCOUNT PRESCRIPTION DRUG PROGRAM  

On May 10, 2011, County Supervisors introduced an innovative program to provide discount 
prescription drug cards to everyone in San Diego County. Through a partnership with 
Financial Marketing Concepts, Inc., the County has brought the Coast 2 Coast Rx Discount 
Card to San Diego for all residents to use.     

The card provides a discount on more than 60,000 name-brand and generic prescription 
medications. Individuals and families participating in the program can save up to 65 percent 
on prescriptions, and up to 80 percent on lab and imaging tests. Users can also obtain 
discounts on dental, vision and hearing services, and on medications for their pets. 

The program is free to ALL San Diego County residents and there is no cost to taxpayers.  
Anyone can use this program; even people who have health insurance can use this card if 
they find that it gets them a bigger discount on their prescription drugs.  

To obtain a free Discount Prescription Card, simply call 2-1-1 or print one online at 
www.coast2coastrx.com/sd.   

Please see Attachment #1 for a copy of the prescription discount card. Please also see 
Attachment #2, an article about the discount program, featured in today’s Union Tribune in the 
editorial section. 

SECTION 2 SHERIFF SAFETY TIPS 

Please see Attachment #3 for some safety tips from the Sheriff’s Department, Imperial Beach 
Branch.  

SECTION 3 9TH AND PALM SHOPPING CENTER DEMOLITION 

Please see Attachment #4, Notice of Demolition. 

SECTION 4 HDL HEADLINES 

Each week, HdL receives dozens of reports, statistical surveys, articles, perspectives and 

http://www.coast2coastrx.com/sd


studies by analysts and economists from all economic segments.  This allows HdL to keep up 
with trends that affect the full spectrum of retail sales and provide the most accurate revenue 
projections possible to support budget preparation and economic planning.   HdL “HeadLines” 
is a way of providing HdL clients with the most useful information on trends affecting retail 
sales. Below are some recent HdL articles: 
 
Forecast 2012:  Recovery Stalls as Public Works Sputter 
As recounted in a recent article from Engineering News-Record, their interviews with 
construction economists uncovered guarded optimism and even some pessimism as we look 
at 2012.  McGraw-Hill Construction's forecast for 2012 sees zero growth for construction 
starts following five years of depressed markets.  "Next year will be flat, and real growth may 
not appear until after 2013," stated Ed Sullivan, chief economist for The Portland Cement 
Association. "It is not talked about alot, but we are still seeing a positive impact from 
the federal stimulus spending this year.  But that largely disappears in 2012," says Sullivan.  
The American Road & Transportation Association is predicting a 6% decline in 2012 for the 
construction activity it tracks.   Read More 
 
U.S., California Fuel Prices May Reach Record Highs in 2012 
A combination of global demand and rising U.S. fuel exports will leave California and national 
gasoline and diesel prices at such a high level by the end of the year that they could rise to all 
time record highs in 2012 as stated in the LA Times.  Americans are currently on pace to 
spend a record $489.7 billion on gasoline in 2011 because prices have remained at high 
levels all year.  Read More 
 
Store Closings Likely to Top 5,000 in 2012 
With holiday shopping here, the weaker retail chains will be facing their toughest challenge 
with their sales growth during the November/December period determining their ability to 
survive.  "I am pretty pessimistic about holiday sales, so I am expecting a new round of 
closings come January, February and March," noted Matthew Bordwin, Co-President of GA 
Keen Realty Advisors, a real estate firm that specializes in workouts and restructuring.  With 
conservative estimates, next year will likely bring more than 5,000 store closings according to 
a recent article in from retailtrafficmag.com. Read More 
 
Amazon Parts with EBay to Lobby for Streamlined Online Sales Tax 
Bloomberg reports that legislation in the U.S. Senate that would require Internet retailers to 
collect sales tax is gaining support from an unlikely ally, Amazon.com.  For years, Amazon 
has battled state efforts to impose such taxes but is now backing a bipartisan measure to 
create a federal standard for states to collect sales taxes on internet purchases. Read More 

Family Dollar Stores Inc. to Open in California 
One of the nation's largest chains of dollar retailers, Family Dollar Stores Inc., opened its first 
stores in the state this week. The four stores — located in Fontana, Riverside, Ontario and 
Rialto — are the first step in a major push into California by the North Carolina company 
which plans to open up to 50 stores in the Golden State by next fall.  The company plans to 
add 450-500 new stores nationwide in fiscal 2012. 

CONTACT US 

City of Imperial Beach 
City Hall Offices 

825 Imperial Beach Blvd. 
Imperial Beach, CA 91932 

City Hall Main Line (619) 423-8300 
www.cityofib.com 

 

http://enr.construction.com/engineering/subscription/LoginSubscribe.aspx?cid=21294
http://www.latimes.com/business/la-fi-gas-prices-20111108,0,2392493.story
http://retailtrafficmag.com/news/store_closings_5000_2012_11102011/index.html
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2011-11-16/amazon-parts-with-ebay-to-lobby-for-streamlined-online-sales-tax.html
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Amodel to lament
As a 31-year employee

for American Airlines,
I would like to respond
to “American files for
bankruptcy” (Business,
Nov. 30). Our doomed busi-
ness plan of the “hub and
spoke” way of running an
airline has been the main
reason for our demise, not
our “high labor costs.”
Southwest Airlines

cabin crews make $17
per hour more than our
cabin crews. Its airplanes
average 11 hours in the sky
per day with its point-to-
point business plan versus
ours at about seven hours
per day. Airplanes make
money when they are fly-
ing, not sitting at the gates
waiting for passengers.
Since May 2003, the

unions at American have
given back $1.8 billion an-
nually for a total of $14 bil-
lion in concessions. I guess
that was not enough, while
our management received

hundreds of millions in
bonuses since 2003.

Ronald Volitich
San Diego

Plan not a restoration
“Video promotes park

revisions” (Nov. 29), about
Balboa Park, fails to state
that the Sanders/Jacobs
plan in preparation for the
2015 expo actually de-
stroys what it claims to be
creating. The plan falsely
purports to be restoring
the Plaza de Panama to its
historical 1915 absence of
automobiles. In reality it
is well-documented that
just as today the Plaza de
Panama was on occasions
both closed and open to
automobiles.
The 1980s Balboa Park

master plan or the cur-
rent Save Our Heritage
Organisation plan do not
require a consortium of
philanthropists to accom-
plish removing parking
from the Plaza de Panama.

In reality there have been
no automobile-related
pedestrian accidents in the
park since 1914 when the
Cabrillo Bridge was built.
In fact the bypass bridge
juncture with the Cabrillo
Bridge will create more
risk to pedestrians and
cyclists.

Jarvis Ross
San Diego

Vaccinations vital
The story “AP IMPACT:

More kids skip school
shots in 8 states” (SignOn-
SanDiego.com, Nov. 28) is
disheartening.
As a pediatrician, I

appreciate the concern
of Jennifer Margulis, the
mother interviewed in the
article. She expressed a
worry that health profes-
sionals don’t know what
the long-term consequenc-
es are of some of the newer
vaccines.
It’s true that at times it

is difficult to know what
negative effects, if any, a
given medical intervention
will have on a patient 50 or

60 years down the road.
However, I do know what

the negative effects of not
vaccinating a child will
be five or six years down
the road – a repeat of the
recent measles and whoop-
ing cough epidemics that
we have seen in San Diego
in the past few years.
Every day I meet

wonderful parents who
have the best intentions
for their children, but as
responsible citizens we
must also think about the
community.

Erica Sanford
San Diego

Immigrants’ clout
In response to Sid Jolly

(Letters, Nov. 29), about
comments made by Rep.
Brian Bilbray: Whether
hard-right Republicans
consider voter fraud to be
a major problem, there’s
no denying that Democrats
see high levels of immigra-
tion as a gift that keeps
on giving. Even Gov. Jerry
Brown understands the
significance of California’s

large immigrant popula-
tion and has recently
acknowledged its huge
political value by signing
into law three pro-illegal-
immigrant bills.
Immigrants and their

children are the fastest-
growing segment of our
state’s population and they
will continue to define
California’s politics well
into the future. So what
does it really matter what
a California Republican
thinks about voter fraud?

Doug Bell
Rancho Peñasquitos

Farewell, fin whale
The saga of the deceased

fin whale and her unborn
calf is one of the saddest
events in my memory (“A
briny finish to tale of dead
whale,” Local, Nov. 26). I
am uplifted by the respect
demonstrated by those
who skillfully removed her
remains from the rocks
and towed her to Mission
Bay. My expectations for
the future of mankind
were enhanced by the skill-
ful necropsy performed
and the reverence shown
by those blessed souls who
respectfully towed the pair
to their final resting place
at sea. Many thanks to all
who participated.

Jerry Toci
Coronado

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

STEVE BREEN
San Diego Union-Tribune

EDITORIALS

E STHER J . C E PEDA The Washington Post

FOR GINGRICH, ANOTHER
IMMIGRATION LURCH LOOMS
Moments after the last

Republican presidential
candidate debate ended, the
ever-breathless blogosphere
startedwondering ifNewt
Gingrichwasmaking a play
for theLatino votewith his
controversial remarks about
being humane toAmerica’s
11million illegal immigrants.
Of course hewas. Gin-

grichmaybemany things
– a highly paid consultant
to eyebrow-raising clients,
a philanderer and a prolific,
if ungifted, author – but he’s
not ignorant ofHispanic
voting power.
For the past fewyears,

Gingrich has beenworking
overtime to eradicate the
fallout fromhis infamous
2007 speech to theNational
Federation ofRepublican
Womenwhenhe said Span-
ishwas “the language of
living in a ghetto.”
Unlike otherRepublicans

who combine their desire
for small government and
low taxeswith a head-on-
fire dislike of illegal immi-
grants, Gingrich has gone
in the opposite direction
of the hard-liners and built
someplatforms onwhich to
gamely court Latinos.
In September 2009, he

started up “TheAmeri-
cano,” a bilingual news
and opinion site geared
toward “celebratingLatino
heritage and conservatism
inAmerica.” Founded and
edited bySylviaGarcia, a
longtimeGingrichCommu-
nications employeewhohad
also overseen his Spanish-
languagewebsite, the site
launchedwith the aimof
being “inclusive of all ameri-
canos that have come to live
to theUnitedStates.”
“Whether you are first-,

second-, third- or fourth-
generationHispanic – or
whether you speakEnglish
or Spanish or both,” the
website’s “AboutUs” page
says, “our content is catered
towhat unites us all, which
is ourAmericanHispanic
Heritage.”
LastDecember, “The

Americano” had its first na-
tional forum, pulling togeth-
er awho’swho ofHispanic
conservatives to discuss a
variety of leadership topics,
including immigration and
national security, which no
doubt providedmuch input
toGingrich’s immigration
stance. The event got big
play onLatino traditional
and socialmedia.
So there’s nomistaking

thatGingrich has been
diligently courtingLatino
voters. But doing thatwhile
still convincing the far-right
wing of theRepublican
Party that he’s not a “Repub-
lican in nameonly” because
of his centrist immigration
views is a difficult tightrope
towalk.
Unfortunately forGin-

grich, the only immigration
viewmost people seem to
be able to agree on is that
the 1986Simpson-Mazzoli
amnesty didn’twork.And
though immigration is not
the top concern for Latino
or other voters, it provokes
the strongest emotions
fromboth sides. As a result,
becauseGingrich’s immigra-
tion “solutions” are largely
moderate and reasonable,
they are the antithesis of
what the vocal extremes
deemacceptable.
Every plank of his

treatise can be ardently
disputed by both sides. For
instance, Gingrich’sNo. 1
priority is for the border
to be “controlled.” But
while ultraliberals, citing
the unprecedented show
of force at the border and
record number of deporta-
tions, scoff atwhat they see
as an accomplished goal,
ultraconservatives refuse to
consider any other aspects
of immigration law reform
until there is an airtight seal
between theU.S. and the
rest of theworld.
We could pingpong

Gingrich’s other points,
too: Visa and guest-worker
programs seem to be held in
equally low regard by both
sides, though for different
reasons, and neither side
seemswilling to entertain
a permanent noncitizen
“legal” status. As I recall,
therewas practically a sec-
ond civil war the last time
anyone seriously suggested,
asGingrich does, that our
country’s official language
should beEnglish.
If we’ve learned anything

in the last fewyears, it’s that
neither the far right nor
the far leftwants compro-
mise – their arguments are
framed only as triumphant
wins or tragic losses. This
makesGingrich’smiddle-
ground stance his greatest
weakness concerning the
immigration issue.
After the debate, his cam-

paignwas diligently tweet-
ing out the link to his official
immigration platform, “10
Steps to aLegalNation.”
Sincewinning the endorse-
ment ofTheUnionLeader,
NewHampshire’s largest
newspaper, Gingrich’s
website’s homepage has
prominently featured the
newsheadline “Newt’s Plan
to Secure theBorderFirst,”
and this has become the
talking point du jour.
Who can blamehim?Tak-

ing themiddle ground on
immigration is like setting
up shop inDeathValley. The
end of the balancing act
has already begun.Watch
forGingrich to leap off the
tightropewith a hard-right
lurch.

Email: estherjcepeda@washpost.
com

Letters policy
TheUnion-Tribune encourages community dialogue on
important publicmatters andwelcomes letters to the
editor. All letters are subject to editing. Lettersmust in-
clude a full name, community of residence and a daytime
telephone number, though the phone numberwill not be
published. Email submissions are preferred to letters@
uniontrib.com. Letters can also be faxed to (619) 260-5081,
ormailed to Letters Editor, P.O. Box 120191, SanDiego, CA
92112-0191.

Wednesday’s front-pageWatchdog story (“Rail
do-over sought”) raised important basic questions
about the California High-Speed Rail Author-
ity project and how it was sold to state voters in
2008, when they narrowly approved $9.95 billion in
bond seed money for a statewide system of speedy
trains. At the time, the project was expected to cost
up to $45 billion. Now the forecast is a minimum
of $98 billion – and that doesn’t include a segment
reaching San Diego.
For this reason, some of the area’s elected of-

ficials believe a new vote reauthorizing the project
is only fair. We couldn’t agree more. But such a vote
would be fair to all Californians, not just to resi-
dents of the region. Claims made in the 2008 cam-
paign about ridership, private and federal funding,

and much more have all been discredited.
Meanwhile, just Tuesday the Legislative An-

alyst’s Office released another report outlining
the breadth of the problems with the bullet-train
project. The LAO questioned the rationality of
spending $6 billion on an initial Central Valley seg-
ment when the prospects for substantial additional
funding were grim. It questioned rail authority
studies touting the project’s economic value and
importance to overall transportation. An LAO
analyst also warned of the bullet train’s potential to
take money away from schools, social services and
other transportation needs.
At the least, a new vote on whether to proceed

with the project makes sense. Here’s hoping Gov.
Jerry Brown and the Legislature figure this out.

RAIL DO-OVER VOTE WOULD BE FAIR, APPROPRIATE
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A deal between San Diego County and a
private sector firm has helped county residents
– primarily the uninsured and the elderly – save
nearly $1 million on prescriptions and medical
tests in less than six months.
The news gets better.
Not only does the arrangement come at no cost

to taxpayers, it generates a bit of revenue for the
county.
Nearly 7,400 residents have used discount

cards issued through the Coast2Coast Rx pro-
gram since its launch here in June after winning
unanimous approval from the Board of Supervi-
sors, saving $911,123 through the end of October.
The wonder is that many more people have not

taken advantage of the program, which is now in
place in 17 California counties and dozens of cit-
ies. While it is not likely to be of benefit to most
people with employer-sponsored health insur-
ance with prescription drug benefits, it could be
a boon to the estimated 500,000 county resi-
dents who are uninsured at any given time.
Financial Marketing Concepts, the private firm,

obtains discounts of 75 to 80 percent onmany drugs
and services by buying in bulk. It pays a royalty of
$1.35 per filled prescription to the county and still
makes a profit because of its negotiated discounts.
We urge anyone struggling to pay for medication

ormedical services to investigate this win-win-win
program at coast2coastrx.com/sd.

COUNTY PRESCRIPTION PROGRAM AWINNER



 
TAke A holidAy invenTory 
The Holidays are a good time to update or create – your 
home inventory.  Take photos or make videos of items, and 
list descriptions and serial numbers.  If your home is 
burglarized, having a detailed inventory can help identify 
stolen items and make insurance claims easier to file.  
Make sure things like TV's, VCR's, stereo equipment, 
cameras, camcorders, sports equipment, jewelry, silver, 
computers, home office equipment and power tools are on 
the list.  Remember to check it twice! 
 
The information contained in this brochure 
is meant to contribute to the safety and security 
of people during the holiday season. We can never 
be too careful, prepared or aware. Share this 
information with family, friends and neighbors. 
Schedule family discussions to ensure they 
understand crime prevention and personal safety 
measures that will help your family have a safe 
holiday season. 
 
The San Diego County Sheriff's Department wants 
everyone to have a safe, happy and peaceful 

holidays 
 

      
 

 
 
 

   San Diego County Sheriff's Department 
 

Imperial Beach Station 
Imperial Beach Blvd 

Imperial Beach CA 91932 
619-498-2400 

Fax: 619-575-6754 
 

Non-Emergency # 858- 565-5200 
 

Emergency: # 9-1-1 

 

www.sdsheriff.net 

 

     

 

 

holidAy SAFeTy 

 
TiPS For A SAFe 

And 

hAPPy holidAy 

   

http://www.sdsheriff.net/


The holiday season is a special time of year. It 
is also a time when busy people become careless 
and vulnerable to theft and other holiday crime. 
 
The San Diego County Sheriff's Department wants everyone 
to have a secure and happy holiday season by taking a 
minute from the rush to read and apply the following 
Holiday crime prevention measures. 
 
ATTending A PArTy 
• Have something to eat before consuming 
alcoholic beverages. 
• Eat high protein foods that will stay in your 
stomach longer and slow the absorption of 
alcohol into your system. 
• Remember only time will eliminate the alcohol 
from your body. 
• Never drink and drive. 
• Have a designated driver. 
 
driving 
• Be cautious when driving alone at night. 
• Keep all car doors locked and windows Closed 
 while in or out of your car. 
• If you must shop at night, park in a well-lit 
area. 
• Do not park next to vans, trucks with camper 
shells or cars with tinted windows. 
• Never leave your car unoccupied with the 
engine running or with children inside. 
• Do not leave packages on the seat of your 
car. This creates an unnecessary temptation. 
• When approaching and leaving your car, be 
aware of your surroundings. Do not approach 
your car alone if there are suspicious people standing by it. 
Ask mall or store security for an escort. 
       

             
 

     
 
ShoPPing 
• Stay alert to your surroundings. Minimize 
shopping after dark or when alone. Take a 
family member or friend with you. 
• Avoid carrying large amounts of cash. Pay 
for purchases with a check or card when 
possible. 
• If you must use an ATM, choose one located 
inside a mall, grocery store or other well-lit area. 
• Shield the ATM keypad from anyone standing 
near you. Do not throw you ATM receipt 
away at the ATM location. 
• Keep cash in your pocket. 
• Notify the credit card issuer immediately if 
your card is lost, stolen or misused. 
• Keep a record of all your credit card numbers 
in a safe place at home so you can report 
stolen cards by their number. 
• Be extra careful if you carry a wallet or 
purse. They are prime targets of criminals 
in crowded places. 
• Avoid overloading yourself with packages. 
It is important you have clear visibility and 
freedom of motion to avoid mishaps. 

 
 
 
 

STrAngerS AT your 
door 

• Be aware that criminals sometimes pose as 
couriers delivering gifts. 
• It is not uncommon for criminals to take 
advantage of the generosity of people during the 
holiday season by soliciting donations door-to-
door for charitable causes although no charity is 
involved. Ask for identification and find out how 
the donated funds with be used. If you are not 
satisfied, do not donate. Donate to recognized 
charitable organizations. 

 
AT home 
• Be extra cautious about locking doors 
and windows when you leave the house, 
even for a few minutes. 
• When leaving home for an extended 
time, have a neighbor or family member 
watch your house and pick up your 
newspapers and mail. 
• Indoor and outdoor lights should be on 
an automatic timer. 
• Leave a radio or television on so the 
house looks and sounds occupied. 
• Large displays of holiday gifts should not 
be visible through the windows and doors 
of your home. 
• When setting up a holiday display, make sure 
doorways and passageways are clear inside your 
home. 
• Be sure holidays displays are secure and do not 
pose a trip hazard 
• Never place wrapping paper in your fireplace. 

 
      
  



 

CONTACT INFORMATION: 
Jerry Selby, City of IB Redevelopment Coordinator 

(619) 424-2226, jselby@cityofib.org 
Larry Martin, Public Works Inspector 
(619) 253-9423, lmartin@cityofib.org 

 

NOTICE OF DEMOLITION 
Miracle Shopping Center  

9th & Palm Redevelopment Project 
WORK HOURS 7:00 AM – 5:00 PM 

(Pursuant to IBMC section 9.32.020.H) 

DEMOLITION OF BUILDINGS  at 801-849 Palm Avenue begins on 
approximately December 7, 2011, demolition from West to East 

DEMOLITION OF BUILDINGS  at 741-779 Palm Avenue begins on 
approximately December 14, 2011, demolition from East to West 

DUST CONTROL MEASURES: regular site watering & dust fence 
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