
City of Imperial Beach 
News Updates & Information 

 WEEK OF JULY 18, 2011 

This publication is meant to give you the latest and greatest news and information from 
around the City. 
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SECTION 1 LEASH-FREE DOG BEACH 

This week Council decided not to have a leash-free dog beach between Palm and Carnation, 
but instead, wants to review at a future Council meeting, other locations and ideas for leash-
free dog parks. 

SECTION 2 REDEVELOPMENT ACTIONS 

City Council took the first step to preserve the City’s redevelopment agency by introducing an 
ordinance that will keep the agency alive until at least May 2012. The ordinance, in effect, 
says that the city will pay the ransom amount to the county. This payment substitutes for what 
the state would normally pay and thus helps balance the state’s budget. 
 
In the meantime, the California League of Cities and the California Redevelopment 
Association have filed suit in the state’s Supreme Court challenging the state’s new 
redevelopment laws which they contend violate the state’s constitution because the new laws 
take local funds to help balance the state budget. It may take years for the courts to decide on 
the lawsuits. 
 
Unfortunately, the taking of local redevelopment funds or killing the agencies will not resolve 
the state’s budget problems for more than a year. It’s likely that the state legislature will face 
another fiscal crisis very soon and will have ended a very effective economic development 
tool, local redevelopment programs. 

SECTION 3 PENSION REFORM 

Cities throughout California are working on changes to their pension systems to make them 
sustainable in the long-term, provide a fair retirement income to municipal staffs, while cities 
also continue to deliver good public services. Hindsight now shows that about a decade ago, 



during an excellent economic period, cities and the state started unsustainable pension 
practices that became tenuous during the great recession of the last few years.  
 
Imperial Beach, in contrast to many cities, did not take-up unsustainable practices to the 
same extent followed by many other cities. For example, when the pension benefit for 
‘miscellaneous’ staff was increased here, employees also started to pay 6% of the employee 
share. Other cities continued to pay their employees’ contribution. 
 
Since the great recession, most cities including Imperial Beach have re-assessed their 
pension plans. Cities have taken steps such as creating a tier of reduced pension benefits for 
new employees, employees paying more of the pension costs, and basing the final average 
earnings calculation on three highest years rather than the single highest year. (For a broader 
perspective on pension reform, see the attached article from Western City Magazine) 
 
Over the last several months Imperial Beach staff has been discussing similar reforms which 
are important to the City’s long-term fiscal health, especially in light of our lean revenues and 
the state’s new redevelopment laws which force local redevelopment agencies out of 
business or pay an exorbitant ransom, $2.86 million, to help the state’s budget and stay alive.  
 
In addition to pension reforms, staff has been reviewing potential changes to payments for 
medical insurance. 

SECTION 4 SANDCASTLE DAYS 

It seems like 4th of July was just yesterday and now the biggest weekend of the year arrives.  
 
Again, thanks to everybody who makes this gigantic event a success-  
Public Safety: Lifeguards, Firefighters, Paramedics, Deputies, Fire Inspectors, Events 
Management 
Community Development- Inspections 
Public Works- Tidelands crew, streets, and everybody who pitches in. 
Volunteers- Amazing work by the Sandcastle Committee and help from outside public safety 
organizations. 

CONTACT US 

City of Imperial Beach 
City Hall Offices 

825 Imperial Beach Blvd. 
Imperial Beach, CA 91932 

City Hall Main Line (619) 423-8300 
www.cityofib.com 

 








